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Introduction:

- People at the centre of Planning 

Drawing on International Experience:

-Melbourne

-New York 

-Copenhagen

-Mexico City 

-Seattle







PEOPLE

Our aim:

To place People in the Centre of Planning



Cultures are different…



Climates are different and seasons change…



But the way People inhabit and use Space is universal



The city at 5 km / hour
Seeing is a question about time



60-110 km / Hour – Speed of cars

We forget to plan within the social field of vision 



The need for a holistic approach to urban design



Moving beyond safety and Comfort 

towards lively and liveable streets











More People 
living down town
1983

=  5 dwellings•



More People 
living down town
1992

738 dwellings

=  5 dwellings•



More People 
living down town

9,895 
dwellings

2002

=  5 dwellings

convenience store

•
•





public space in 1983  
accessible all hours

More 
public spaces 



More 
public spaces

public space in 1993  
accessible all hours



More 
public spaces

public space in 2004
accessible all hours

accessible business hours
pedestrian zone - lunchtimes



Lively streets



A Fine grain network of streets and lanes



street trees
since 1993 

New Street trees





curbside cafes in 1983 

Outdoor Cafes

•



Outdoor Cafes

curbside cafes in 1993 •



Outdoor Cafes

curbside cafes in 2004 •





New public spaces

Federation Square



Pedestrian traffic weekdays daytime: +40%

Pedestrian traffic evening: +100 %

Stationary activities +200-300%

• Turning streets into fine places to walk and stay
• New public spaces
• More housing and students down town



Copenhagen 
as Best Practice





The main street “Strøget”
before 1962

The Copenhagen Streets in the 1960ties



“Strøget” to day

80.000 people per 24 hours in the summer



Strædet  - before …..and after



Nyhavn  - before ……and after 1980…..and after



Copenhagen Modal split

36% use a bicycle
27% drive a car
33% use public transit
5% walk



70% continue to bike in the Winter

36% use a bicycle
27% drive a car
33% use public transit
5% walk



The City has become a People City 



More and more cities are introducing the Copenhagen Model

Sustainability helps focusing on pedestrians and bicyclists



NYC Dept. of Transp.        NYC Dept. of Transp.        
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GEHL Architects i New York



9th Ave. Apr.07 

9th Ave. Sep.079th Ave. Sep.07



9th Ave. Sept.07



Madison Square  Nov. 2008



Broadway Boulevard 
Oct.2008













Towards a liveable and sustainable city

Developing  the Mexico City Model for 
establishing a Bicycle Culture  

Gehl Architects working with UNAM in Mexico City

The Gehl Team at work

Jens Rørbeck, Lin Skaufel, 
Troels Andersen, Gil Penaloza



Mobility in Mexico City People Use in Average 2.5 hours in transport / Day
in Mexico City 



WHY WHERE HOW

EvaluateHardware Software











We can design a City full of Sustainable Buildings



But it does not mean that the City is Sustainable

Images from US, Mexico, Europe, Asia







Equal focus on hardware & software: UW student at work



Seattle



Seattle

































The lesson from Copenhagen ; Melbourne ; New York

If public spaces of good quality are provided 
- they will eagerly be used



Thank you Thank you 


