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(Jan Gehl) First published in 1971, it continues to be a widely used handbook on the
relationship between public spaces and the social life in cities, Published in many ver-

sions and 15 languages.

new city spaces

des Bonl & Lars Gamare

{Jdan Gehl and Lars Gemzoe, 2001) pro-
vide an international perspective on

the renaissance of public life and public
spaces, City strategies from Barcelona,
Lyon, Strasbourg, Freiburg, Copenha-
gen, Portland, Curitiba, Cordoba and
Melbourne are presented as well as 39
remarkable new public spaces. Published
in Danish, English, Spanish, Portuguese,
Czech and Chinese versions.t

>

(Gehl, Gemzee, Kirknazs & Sendergaard,
2006) Over the past B0 years, the use of
public space has changed dramatically.
New City Life is a handbook describing
how to improve the quality of life in the
city by responding to the challenges facing
cities in the 21st century. Published in Dan-
ish and English.

Thie work and further research of Gehl Architects is
based on Jan Gehl's 4 decades of extensive research
carried out atThe School of Architecture, The Royal
Danish Academy of Fine Arts.

The research of Gehl Architects deals with the many
factors that influence public life, public space and how
people use It

The research is the basis of our world wide urban
quality consultancy and reflects our viewpoint that
waorking with the public realm requires a multi-disci-
plinary approach; as our field of work encompasses
not only architecture and planning but also psychol-
ogy, anthropology and sociology to truly understand
how people experience and use the city.

;

(Jan Gehl and Lars Gemzpe, 1996) de-
scribes 34 years of development of the
public spaces in Copenhagen and docu-
ments the impressive growth of public life
that followed. Winner of the "Edra/Places
Research Award” USA, 1998,
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Our aim:

To place People in the Centre of Planning

“LIVELY

SAFE
»
SESRERRRLY PEOPLE i 4 -
PEOPLE MOVEMENT HEALTHY
ATTRACTIVE
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Cultures are different...
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Climates are different and seasons change...
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But the way People inhabit and use Space is universal
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Seeing is a question about time
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60-110 km / Hour — Speed of cars
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The need for a holistic approach to urban design
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A HOLISTICALLY COMMISSIDMNED, IMPFLEMENTED AND MAINTAIMED PUBLIC STREET
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Moving beyond safety and Comfort

towards lively and liveable streets
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FROM A VE
STREET...

.TOA VIBRANT:.-JNCLUSIVE &
PEOPLE- OR’}ENTED STREET

GEHL ARCHITECTS

NEW ROAD 2001
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ACHIEVEMENTS

MEW SQUARES, PROMENADES & PARIS MIGHT TIME PEDESTRIAM TRAFFIC HAS INCREASED BY 100%

STATIONARY ACTIATIES HAVE INCREASED BY 300% A LARGER RESIDEN TIAL COMMUNITY

DAYTIME PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC HAS INCREASED BY 4 0% AN INCREASIMNG STUDENT POPULATION

A REVITALISED NETWORIC
OF LANES & ARCADES

ART PROGRAMS MORE PLACES TO SIT &

PAUSE

ATTRACTIONS &
PLACESTO GO

BETTER BICYCLE & PUBLIC
TRAMSPORT ACCESS

A GREENER CITY VASTLY IMPROVED

BUSIMESS ECONORMY

Placas For Pacpla, 2004

PLACES FOR PEQPLE

In 1994 Professor Jan Gehl was invited to Melbourne
to conduct a survey exarmining the issues and op-
portunities regarding public space and collected data
on publiclife. The data was presented in Places for
Peaople: Melbourne City 19594

In 2004 Gehl Architects conducted an update on the
1994 study. The results were clearand concise: By
having followed the recommendations from the 1994
repott and introducing an active design strategy Mel-
bourne achieved a rebirth of public life in the city.

They improved their quality of the public realm and
hasintroduced 71% mare people-oriented high-guality
urban spaces from 1994 to 2004

Flaces for People was awarded the 'Edra Places
Award' 2006 as well as 'The Australian Award far Urban
Design'2005.



1.3 AN INCREASING STUDENT

37,5%

MORE STUDENTS

IN THE MELBOURNME CITY AREA

1993-2003

G100
Tooa0

e g

Mo al Sludants
s
L
:

P

12000

[

Domestic and ceerseas studentsvisiting
Citv of Melbourme fampuses

Ry
1233

- N T

Domrestic Sladerts Crersoes Shadents Tolal Sladerts
Type of Students

POPULATION

City campus map

Unnersities and olher ecucational institulions contribute 1o
ar active, livel orban envisnment by crealing 2 people
climate oriented tewards young people. Students make a
maier centributicn i the city's vitality and cultural diversity,
proveidine & volthiul stimolus and intermational perspective.
They alse tend to enmee more sverthewith the street scene and
ather public spaces because they are more available bo spend
time cul of denrs, and in so deing make & steena conbributicn
o the lecal sconn .

KMelboorne has eapanded the number ol sdocational
institutions in the city centre oveer the past decade, in most
cases intearaling these Rcilities inte the city Tabic

Wider Melbourre has KK educaticnal institutinns, of which
FX are located withinYykm radius of the city centre. The number
chstudents atlending academic institutions and) arliving inthe
city centre has expanded by Z2% since 1607 - vielding Qoo
residents in 2001,

Student housing is mastl lecated sutside the central oy,
bt seme student apartments are lncaled in the oty centre.
Student populzlions are sxpected o continue 1o orise as the
number of studen! places al Melboume's cniversities and
institutes increases, and is supported by arowth ininner ity
I~ oot bz using,

Traditional wniversity towns throoehou! the UK, Europe and
the US have leng demonstrated that the presence of major
research instiluticns in the city is 3 huee advantaee in bringing
technzloay, talent and tmlerance bo the lecal community, More
recently, Kichard Flonda araues that an increased stuedent
population is a2 wital part ol the creative/ knowledee by,
where high concentrations of creative pecple resulls in a high
concentralion of creative economic cutoomes,”

Florda {30 03] B Bise of theDresioe Uegs: 305
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A LARGER RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY

Reasidential Popu latian
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A substantial increase in Melbourme's residential popuelation
has been generated in g sharl span of time. The resultala well-
crEanised stratemic initiative, Postoede 3000, this is armuahly
the mestimpressive achiseement within the last 1o vears, and
kas been highly influentizl in creating & mere lively and saler
24 howr city.

Residential aocupatinn has increased Trom approdmately 760
cwellines in 1062 to over ooonin 2oz Notabbe, this mrowth
has goourred hesuahoul the central city rather than being con-
Fred toone or two specilic areas.

Pestonde 1000 enceuraged residential lvieg back into the
city by comverting a larae amount of available emply space in
the city's older, unsecupied building Tabric inte new medels
al apartment-living, and subdividing vertically inte multiple,
individualb-swned units, The program Fecused on orelaining
and recycling Melbourme's histonc buildings and the widest
possible rarge ol buill Terms to assist in presening local
character

Specifc measures o atract more residents have been;

= plfering apartments & prices comparable te suburban
areas;

= adding structures oo top ol sdisting boildines, whelther
these are maintained as commercial premises o ada pled
trresidential uses; and

= converting redundant buildings toresidential purposes
and other mixed uses.

Teday the central city residential apartment marke!, initiall

simulated by vanous econosmic incentiees, now has its own

impelus driven by demand. In ecenemic terms, the Follow-

anoelfects of this residential aresth include new street use

patterns and lncal participation a5 the new local community

utilises the central city a5 its recreational hase.












LIVELIER STREETS FOR PUBLIC LIFE

1.4
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A Fine grain network of streets and lanes

1994: 300m
2004: 3.4km

ACCESSIBLE AND ACTIVE

LANES, ARCADES AND ALLEYS #






















New public spaces
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Federation Square
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DEVELOPMENT OF CAR-FREE STREETS AND SQUARES 1962-1996

1962 15.800 m* 1968 22.860 m’
1

1973 49.200 m* 1988 66.150 m*

1992 82.820 m* 1996 95.750 m*

>

GEHL ARCHITECTS

URBAN QUALITY CONSULTANTS

95.750

D Car-free squares (new or renovated)

Pedestrian priority streets

82.820

. Pedestrian streets

66.150

49.200

22,860
15,800 H
1962 1968 1973 1988 1992 1996

Development of pedestrian areas in Copenhagen city center
from 1962 to 19396 (in square meters)

lllustrated on this page are 34 years of gradual transformation
of Copenhagen city center.

By 1996, the city center had some 96,000 m’ set aside for peo-
ple activities, a six-fold increase from the first stage in 1962,
The bar graph above shows that the creation of pedestrian
streets was actually finished by 1973. Effort has been con-
centrated subsequently on reclaiming and improving the city
squares - the potential oases of the city.



The Copenhagen Streets in the 1960ties
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The main street “Strgget” *#4i,
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before 1962
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. >
80.000 people per 24 hours in the summer

“Strgget” to day
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R CHITEC - before .....and after




Nyhavn - before ....and after




Copenhagen Modal split
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70% continue to bike in the Winter
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The City has become a People City

Rsoare P = £
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More and more cities are introducing the Copenhagen Model

Sustainability helps focusing on pedestrians and bicyclists
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World Class

Streets:
Remaking New York
0 _ City's Public Realm

w/ Gehl Architeets; d s b
Published: 13 NOYVAZO05




GEHL Architects i New York
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Broadway Pilot Program

Expected Travel Time Improvements

7th Avenue
Southbound

17% Improvement

NieTe

B New public spaces

I
6th Avenue :
Northbound “ £7 New sireet enhancements

Existing street enhancements

37% Improvement g csingpare



Herald Square




Times Square
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Gehl Architects working with UNAM in Mexico City

Towards a liveable and sustainable city The Gehl Team at work
Developing the Mexico City Model for Jens Rgrbeck, Lin Skaufel,
establishing a Bicycle Culture Troels Andersen, Gil Penaloza
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People Use in Average 2.5 hours in transport / Day
in Mexico City

{

|
il. .

adults, BMI > 3

<l Obesity among

- United States
. United Kingdom
Sweden
Norway

New Zealand
iz Mexico
~ Japan
Italy
Greece
France
Denmark
Australia

0 5 10 1.,2 20 25 30
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Customised for the different users:

VISION
MEXICC BICYCLE CITY

STRATEGY
MEXICO BICYCLE CITY

WHY

Vision decament

WHERE

ACCOUNT
MEXICO BICYCLE CITY

BEST PRACTICE
MEXICO BICYCLE CITY

CULTURE
MEXICO BICYCLE CITY

Hardwarefl Software @ Evaluate

Best oractice Brandima- culture



STREETS

STREET TYPES: PAGE X - X

USING THE MEDIAN: PAGE X - X LAYOUT OF
' BICYCLE LANE: PAGE X- X

STREET TREES: PAGE X- X
WIDTH OF

BICYCLE LANE:
PAGE X- X

MATERIALS: PAGEX - X BUS STOP: PAGE X - X

MAINTENANCE: PAGE X- X

TRAFFIC CALMING: PAGEX - X

DELIVERY, TAXI
£ DROP-OFF: PAGE X- X

PUBLIC SPACE: PAGEX - X

BICYCLES AND
PEDESTRIANS: PAGE X - X

“ LIGHTING: PAGE X=X

"~ PAVED MARKINGS
AND SIGNAGE: PAGE X - X

PHYSICAL SEPARATION OF CARS COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY: PAGE X - X
AND BICYCLES: PAGEX - X
MEXICOBICY(LE CITY - GEHL ARCHITECTS - P mg







ik i"'iU PSATTT Ty

LR Y TH T




re than a

. :'. 3
vl




We can design a City full of Sustainable Buildings
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But it does not mean that the City is Sustainable

Images from US, Mexico, Europe, Asia
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DOWNTOWN SEATTLE 2009




. ,: | RECOMMENDATIONS

INSPIRATION
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E= REFLECTIONS

DATA COLLECTION




Equal focus on hardware & software: UW student at work

SURVEY AREA




Seattle

THE CITY...




Seattle

...AND ITS PEOPLE




DESIGNED FOR CARS




DISCONTINUOUS NETWORK



LACK OF BICYCLE NETWORK .. <>




DULL & INACTIVE STREET FRONTAGES O

[]




PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT

%%4(2)“ summer weekday: @m -6 pm
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COMPARED WITH OTHER CITIES

W weekday
&: Saturday :
52,550
S . izsm
35,668 -
10,130 B
™
32,012 ﬁ‘
FrE = 27,910 E_
]
| B : ;
fadpy D
E g 12,910 . E
1K § m
£ & ¢
M1 : : i
5 5

*counts only until & pm

HEW 'YORE, BROADWAY MELEOURKE, SWANSTON 5T

. Seattle streets, 10am - 6pm
Seattle streets, 6pm - 10pm

I (Other cities, 10am - 6pm
(ither cities, 6pm - 10pm

Hote for S eattle numbers:

Bine Streetby Westlake Park

51 Ave between Pike 5t & Union 5t
‘Watedront at Alaskan Way by Seaitle Aguadium

SYDHEY, GEORGE 5T COPENHAGEN, STROGET



A FRAGILE PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

m BUSY EXISTING PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION %,
- A
RNRRNRN M PORTANT FUTURE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION ﬁ#ﬂ‘
msRsNS DOTENTIAL PRIMARY BICYCLE CORRIDOR = ‘;“t“
%
$’. S
=
%

s SEATTLE'S CURRENT PEDESTRIAN NUMBERS ARE QUITE LOW
IN COMPARISON TO OTHER CITIES'.

* TO PROMOTE WALKING AS A MODE OF TRANSPORTATION AND FOR
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES, WE MUST INVITE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY.

INVITATIONS ARE ABOUT QUALITIES OFFERED TO PEDESTRIANS.

* MANY CARS IN A STREET WILL LOWER THE QUALITY FOR PEDESTRIANS.



DISCONNECTED WATERFRONT




- THE BLUE GREEN DOWNTOWN

* Upgrade waterfront - waterfront city

e |inks between downtown and waterfront
* East-west streets as green connectors

e “Alleys as green lungs”

e Green roofs and walls

e Storm water filtration and recycling




* Public space network that links public
spaces, streets, and recreational sites
* Public space hierarchy identifying three

different levels:

- City scale
- Neighborhood scale

- Block scale




. THE UNIQUE DOWNTOWN

o DISTRICT: RETAIL CORE
o HEART: WESTLAKE PLAZA

DISTRICT: OFFICE CORE
W HEART: NEW CIVIC RARK

» Three neighborhood-like districts
- Retail core
- Office core
- Pioneer square
e |dentify a "heart” for each district
e Describe character, network and
functions for each district

Coddentsl Mall |

DISTRICT: PIONEER SQUARE
& HEART: OCCIDENTAL SOUARE
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VISION:

» A great main street

« [antastic pedestrian connection

e Active ground floor frontages

e New street car line

« Good connections to important destinations
. » A vibrant shopping and recreational street :
« Summer and winter variation

1st avemue, 2008




ACTIVE FACADE
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ALLEYS AS BLUE-GREEN

Sarah Fereter, LW, fall 2008 Heaide Martin, U fall 2008

VISION: e
- » Transform selected alleys into blue-green lungs : '
- Create green corridors and daily contact with nature

e |Upgrade lighting and materials, waste storage and collection
gsystems, provide space for art installations and temporary events.
e introduce activities and uses and make the alleys safe, active
éand multifunctional in all seasons and times of day.

- Typical alley today




VISION

ANALYSIS &
STRATEGY

QUALITY
ASSURANCE

»

»
IMPLEMENTATION *"‘. “.‘* PROGRAMMING
"l.. “'l

DESIGN



The lesson from Copenhagen ; Melbourne ; New York

If public spaces of good quality are provided
- they will eagerly be used
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